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with Prince YaschvilTs sash, the emblem of his rank
and service.*
The contemporaneous records of this event represent
Prince Yaschvill as a man of great nobility of character,
but of fiery and vindictive nature.    Certain chroniclers
of that epoch ascribe his participation in the conspiracy
to a motive of personal revenge, asserting that he had
been struck by the Emperor Paul with his cane on the
parade ground, and had sworn to wash with blood the
stain to his honour.    I know not if this tale is true, but,
whatever his personal feelings were toward Paul L, a
document piously preserved in my mother's family proves
beyond a doubt that his act was inspired by an earnest
desire, shared also by the other conspirators, to save
Russia at any cost from the danger to which its Sovereign's
madness exposed the country.
The document I refer to is the rough draft of a
letter addressed by Prince Yaschvill to the Emperor
Alexander a short time after the event of March 23rd.
In this letter, a complete translation of which was
published for the first time by the Grand Duke Nicholas
Michailovitch in his fine book, entitled " The Emperor
Alexander L," my ancestor gave his reasons for having
joined the conspiracy and pointed out in the boldest words
the duties that were incumbent upon the young Czar.
The text of the letter follows :
" SIRE,
" From the moment that your unhappy and*
* The death of Paul I. was made the subject of a drama by M, Merejkovsky,
one of the most brilliant writers of the new Russian school, who made use of
the memoirs of the period and oral traditions handed down to the descendants
of tome of the conspirators. In this drama, which has never been permitted
ta be played in Russia, M. Merejkovsky assigns to Prince Yaschvill a particularly
active and even brutal role.